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Garden 14 

Container: Ceramic pot with no drainage hole 5.5” across, 3” deep 

Planting medium: Peat moss, sand, Vermiculite, bonsai grit 

Plants:  Murraya exotica (Orange Jasmine), Sisyrinchium (Blue-eyed grass), Hedera 

(variegated ivy), Saxifrage, Ajuga (Bugleweed), Heucherella 

Stones: Three, small 

 

 

 

 

Miniature gardens are not simply a bunch of plants planted in the same container, just as 

your perennial garden or shrub border is not a random collection of species thrown 

together. If they were, there wouldn’t be much enjoyment in the making of them nor any 

in seeing them and in which case, why bother? It is forming the relationships, 



experiencing the harmonies and contrasts with all elements of a miniature garden that 

gives us the pleasure, satisfaction, the experience of art and beauty. Let’s look at how I 

made this little garden and why I did what I did. 

 

             

The bowl is one I threw on the potters wheel and glazed with a red-orange on one side 

and an indigo blue on the other with a mingling of the two colors where they meet. The 

effect is both energetic, where the colors combine, and soothing in the fields of color. I 

wanted my planting to reflect both those qualities. 

 

I looked over my little nursery of miniatures and alpines which lend themselves to 

growing in pots. The dwarf Hinoki cypress (Chamaecyparis obtusa ‘Gracilis nana’) 

struck me at first as a likely candidate. It went nicely with both the orange and the blue, 

but I wasn’t sure it had the quality of energy I was seeking. I always think of this plant is 

very quiet and dignified and I wanted something a little more dynamic. 



 

 

 

Then I saw the orange jasmine (Murraya exotica) and that seemed very fitting. It has a 

wild, robust quality of form, with broad, glossy leaves that go nicely with the pot yet it is 

gracefully feminine and soft. It is an evergreen, has a long bloom time and the blossoms 

are wonderfully fragrant. Perfect. 

 



 

Usually, after selecting the primary or focal plant I will search for stones to include in the 

garden but regarding this lovely plant in its new setting I decided to keep this garden 

fairly simple with only slight elevation changes and let the plants bring the drama. I 

added stones only to help retain soil where necessary.  

 

I next needed a plant to either harmonize, 

contrast or do both with my orange jasmine. 

A harmony would have continued and 

deepened the effect of the jasmine, a contrast 

would highlight it and be highlighted by the 

qualities of the jasmine. 

 

Blue-eyed grass (sisyrinchium), so called for 

its beautiful blue-bell flower followed by an 



attractive round seed pod, made a lovely contrast, adding that quality of dynamics I was 

after. I would need to find a plant with rounder leaves though, to harmonize with the 

jasmine. Remember that contrasts create excitement, action, drama, interest and depth. 

Harmonies also create depth but through repetition, generating a sense of familial unity 

which always pleases and soothes us and which prevents a combination from being a 

hodge-podge.  

 

I needed to know I would be able to carry through with my combinations to a successful 

completion before planting either the jasmine or the blue-eyed grass so I searched for the 

balance plant which would permit me to 

use two such  contrasting plants. 

 

I found it in the variegated Ivy 

(Hedera). Not only did the ivy 

harmonize with the jasmine by its leaf 

shape, it also repeated the graceful, 

flowing motion of the jasmine while 

creating a very satisfying contrast by 

dangling downward where the jasmine 

arched upward. It harmonizes with the 

blue-eyed grace in its delicacy. 

 



Here you see them planted. They still need to be properly arranged with a little 

adjustment here 

and there but the 

grouping works. 

Now it is a matter 

of adding more 

depth and 

dimensionality. 

Also, I had 

planted the Murraya a little high, to add to its prominence so I needed to retain the soil 

with some small rocks. You see them here on the right and left. I then planted more grass 

behind the right-hand stone to give more front to back depth and to help make the 

planting interesting from all sides. 

 

This was a very pleasant miniature garden 

as is but I wanted a little more depth and a 

touch more variety. One of the methods I 

really enjoy using to achieve this is to tuck 

small plants into the little pockets created 

by the stones and other plants. 

 

I chose Saxifrage, a small, rambling 

succulent that contrasted nicely with all the 



leaf shapes, harmonizes pleasantly in lightness of hue and a little in form with the 

variegated ivy. I planted a larger clump on one side, a similar clump on roughly the 

opposite with a small clump nearer the smaller of the two, creating balance and allowing 

it to be enjoyed from all angles. 

 

The rambling Saxifrage harmonizes in lightness of hue with the ivy and adds another texture. 

 

I like rich groupings so I then added fresh, young Ajuga (bugleweed) in the center so 

there would be interest no matter how closely you looked, and to complete the garden I 

put moss at the bare areas along the edges. The Ajuga grows rampant in the garden, 

requiring little light but in a container it is more controllable. When it flowers, the blue 

blossoms will be quite lovely with the pot. 

 

At this point I thought the garden was finished. I liked it but in the end I wasn’t quite 

satisfied. I wanted a little more pop, so I added the perennial, Heucherella ‘Mint 

Chocolate’ which adds yet another dimension of harmony and contrast in leaf form and 

color. Both the Heucherella and the blue-eyed grass are perennials, which mean they will 



die back in winter. I don’t consider this a negative. Quite the contrary, the planting is well 

sustained by the Jasmine, Ivy, Saxifrage, Ajuga and moss, which are all evergreen and 

the disappearance of the grass and heucherella only gives me something to look forward 

to in Spring. 

 

 
The leaf of the Heucherella adds another dimension by harmonizing with the ivy in form while 

contrasting in color. 

 


