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Hardscaping: How o Use Etuctures, Paby-
ways, Falios & Ormaments in Your Gerden (A
Selection of the Hamestyle Book Club)

by Heith Davitt

(Slerling Publishing Go., Inc., July 2006]

Cravitt begins Hardscaping with the suggaes-
tion that hard structures are often ths
“missing sormelhing” needed o turn a
lovely patch of lush plantings into a
well-gafinad, unique, and complete garden
space.

Structures are placad in the garden for
a varsely of Tunchonal andior aesthetic pur-
posas. They differ widaly in size, shape,
aiyle, and funclion—just as each garden,
and each gardener. differs. Handscaping
fakes Fhe reader on a guided Dour of exem-
plary gardens graced with walls, boulders,
streams, podds, and founlaing; arbors,
decks, benches. garden sheds, and tres-
houses; sculptiers, pals, plantess,  bird-
baths, and urn=. Many of the gardens shawn
wiere designed by the awthor, but many
mare reflect the work of other designars
from across the United States and Europa.

The key to this book is that the author
gives 3 real guided tour of these gardens.
Davitt demonstrates and explains the
design principles that produce the desired
effect in each garden. He writes persuasive-
Iy that understanding bagic dessan peinci:
plas "eguips us for thesa times and situa-

tions in which inspiration fails to supply us
with a design that satisfies.... It's fine fo
design by instinct or same quality of
emotional cognition. Most of us do. But
knowing, intellectually, the principles
behind successful designs can anly assist
us In furthefing our compoehension and
leading us to greater achievements in tha
pursuit of creating beautiflul gardens,”

1 think Davitl must approach writing ene
of his beautiful gardsn books the way he
appmaches designing and installing a gar-

den. Hardscaping s abusously designed o
trz wasy o use and lovely to peruse. Almast
200 phatograghs, most by the authar, iHus-
friale and supparl the bext. In addition to the
usual "before and after” shols, some photo-
graphs  hiwe been digitally altered to
demonstrate the effect of placing a hard
struetine inoa specific spot.

The farmat of each chapter is consis-
tent, introducing the reader to relevant
design peinciples, then proceeding with
cammentary and anelysis of the gardens
pectured, and ending with delailed instruc-
tions for building garden structures
diggussed in the chapler. The entire book
has a liberal scattering of bowsd sidebars
containing A few thoughts on..."—intar-
esting, tangential tidbits which, | suspect,
wiould alherwise have been beried and lost
in the text, or under the editor’s desk. -

Drawitt's proze style suits his dual rale of
teacher and artisl in this boak, His writing
i clear, direct, and instructive throughout,
yel it is equally graceful, personal, and
inwiting. There are also same flashes of the
poetic. For example, | lowa tha insight and
the language of his final reason to includs
hard structures in the garden: .. Finally,
structure provides permansnce. A ganden
cansisting only of plants tends ta vanish
with time. The space remains, but the indi-
vidual elements that make that-place spa-
clal often succumb to eras of neglect and

{he indifference of time. Structure helps a
garden fo endurs_. "

Davitt hes besn desgning, building,
phalagraphing, writing, and spaaking abaut
gardens nationwide far mare than e
decades. He contribuetes o numarous mag-
azines, such as Fine Gardening, Gander
Design, Gardening How-fo,  Horticuiture,
Perind Homes, Traditionz! Building, and
WalarShapas, He was a major confributor to
Fing Gardeming's “"Gardening in Small
Spacag "

Davitt is frequently asked o teach Band-
scape design in various venues, including
botanic gardens: to glee peesentations and
o conduct seminars and symposiums; and
fo appear on telavision shews. He Hves in
Cambridga, WY, with his wife, Jacquelina
McKannay. He can be confacied al 518
&7 7-8357 or through his portfolio website:
W EardEnviews, com.
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